


GROWING LEARNERS TRANSITIONAL PRESCHOOL: INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS FOR FAMILIES OF
CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

South Sound Parent to Parent (SSP2P) is the regional provider agency for
the Early Supports for Infants and Toddlers (ESIT) program. SSP2P supports
families caring for an infant and/or toddler with a developmental delay and/or
disability residing in Thurston, South Mason and Grays Harbor counties. The
program offers parents and caregivers information, skills, and resources to
ensure they are supported as the most critical influence on their child’s early
learning and development, as well as provides direct services tailored to the
individual needs of the child. Gaps in knowledge and ability between children
with developmental delays and typically developing peers can be observed long
before kindergarten.

To address an identified need for services in the community, in 2021 SSP2P

launched a transitional preschool in Thurston County, Growing Learners. This

early learning program is for children ages 3-5, who have graduated from the

ESIT program but do not qualify for ongoing special education through the school districts at age 3. Growing
Learners focuses on children who would benefit from continued early learning supports taught by special education
and general education certified teachers, and classrooms that have access to and are supported by therapeutic
specialists, behavior specialists, and those with autism expertise. To learn more about SSP2P and Growing
Learners, click HERE.

LACK OF ACCESS TO QUALITY CHILDCARE REMAINS A
PROMINENT NEED

Data from Child Care of Washington from 2022 illustrated counties in
our region have experienced on average a 22.5% decline in the
availability of childcare providers since 2017.

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO GET INVOLVED

For Washington state, time is of the essence. Children, families, and educators need and deserve a fully funded
system that supports them. Please join us in advocating with them for:

Sustained funding for partners like Washington Communities for Children

Inclusive, accessible, and affordable early care

Household sustaining wages and professional supports for early care and education providers
Aligning systems across early learning, K-12, health, and mental health to connect and coordinate
supports for families.


http://www.ssp2p.org/

